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:: LaboratoryClient Environmental Division SydneyLOW ECOLOGICAL SERVICES

:Contact MR JEREMY SNOWDON-JAMES Telephone : +61-2-8784 8555

:Project INTERMIN WHITE RANGE Date Samples Received : 24-Feb-2017

Site : ---- Issue Date : 02-Mar-2017

JEREMY SNOWDON-JAMES:Sampler No. of samples received : 5

:Order number ---- No. of samples analysed : 5

This report is automatically generated by the ALS LIMS through interpretation of the ALS Quality Control Report and several Quality Assurance parameters measured by ALS. This automated 

reporting highlights any non-conformances, facilitates faster and more accurate data validation and is designed to assist internal expert and external Auditor review. Many components of this 

report contribute to the overall DQO assessment and reporting for guideline compliance. 

 

Brief method summaries and references are also provided to assist in traceability.

Summary of Outliers

Outliers : Quality Control Samples

This report highlights outliers flagged in the Quality Control (QC) Report.

l NO Method Blank value outliers occur.

l NO Duplicate outliers occur.

l NO Laboratory Control outliers occur.

l Matrix Spike outliers exist - please see following pages for full details.

l For all regular sample matrices, NO  surrogate recovery outliers occur.

Outliers : Analysis Holding Time Compliance

l Analysis Holding Time Outliers exist - please see following pages for full details.

Outliers : Frequency of Quality Control Samples

l NO Quality Control Sample Frequency Outliers exist.

R I G H T   S O L U T I O N S   |   R I G H T   P A R T N E R



2 of 8:Page

Work Order :

:Client

ES1704401

LOW ECOLOGICAL SERVICES

INTERMIN WHITE RANGE:Project

Outliers : Quality Control Samples

Duplicates, Method Blanks, Laboratory Control Samples and Matrix Spikes

Matrix: WATER

Compound Group Name CommentLimitsDataAnalyteClient Sample IDLaboratory Sample ID CAS Number

Matrix Spike (MS) Recoveries 

ES1704313--005 14808-79-8Sulfate as SO4 - 

Turbidimetric

Anonymous MS recovery not determined, 

background level greater than or 

equal to 4x spike level.

----Not 

Determined

ED041G: Sulfate (Turbidimetric) as SO4 2- by DA

ES1704313--005 16887-00-6ChlorideAnonymous MS recovery not determined, 

background level greater than or 

equal to 4x spike level.

----Not 

Determined

ED045G: Chloride by Discrete Analyser

Outliers : Analysis Holding Time Compliance

Matrix: WATER

AnalysisExtraction / Preparation

Date analysedDate extractedContainer / Client Sample ID(s) Days 

overdue

Days 

overdue

Due for extraction Due for analysis

Method

EA005P: pH by PC Titrator

Clear Plastic Bottle - Natural

21-Feb-2017----TAILS, SOAK,

S01, S02,

S03

24-Feb-2017---- ---- 3

Analysis Holding Time Compliance

Holding times for VOC in soils vary according to analytes of interest.  Vinyl Chloride and Styrene holding time is 7 days; others 14 days.  A recorded breach does not guarantee a breach for all VOC analytes and 

should be verified in case the reported breach is a false positive or Vinyl Chloride and Styrene are not key analytes of interest/concern.

Holding time for leachate methods (e.g. TCLP) vary according to the analytes reported.  Assessment compares the leach date with the shortest analyte holding time for the equivalent soil method. These are: organics 

14 days, mercury 28 days & other metals 180 days.  A recorded breach does not guarantee a breach for all non-volatile parameters.

If samples are identified below as having been analysed or extracted outside of recommended holding times, this should be taken into consideration when interpreting results.

This report summarizes extraction / preparation and analysis times and compares each with ALS recommended holding times (referencing USEPA SW 846, APHA, AS and NEPM) based on the sample container 

provided.  Dates reported represent first date of extraction or analysis and preclude subsequent dilutions and reruns. A listing of breaches (if any) is provided herein.

Matrix: WATER Evaluation: û = Holding time breach ; ü = Within holding time. 

AnalysisExtraction / PreparationSample DateMethod

EvaluationDue for analysisDate analysedEvaluationDue for extractionDate extractedContainer / Client Sample ID(s)

EA005P: pH by PC Titrator

Clear Plastic Bottle - Natural (EA005-P)

TAILS, SOAK,

S01, S02,

S03

21-Feb-2017---- 24-Feb-2017----21-Feb-2017 ---- û

EA010P: Conductivity by PC Titrator

Clear Plastic Bottle - Natural (EA010-P)

TAILS, SOAK,

S01, S02,

S03

21-Mar-2017---- 24-Feb-2017----21-Feb-2017 ---- ü
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Matrix: WATER Evaluation: û = Holding time breach ; ü = Within holding time. 

AnalysisExtraction / PreparationSample DateMethod

EvaluationDue for analysisDate analysedEvaluationDue for extractionDate extractedContainer / Client Sample ID(s)

EA065: Total Hardness as CaCO3

Clear Plastic Bottle - Natural (ED093F)

TAILS, SOAK,

S01, S02,

S03

28-Feb-2017---- 28-Feb-2017----21-Feb-2017 ---- ü

ED037P: Alkalinity by PC Titrator

Clear Plastic Bottle - Natural (ED037-P)

TAILS, SOAK,

S01, S02,

S03

07-Mar-2017---- 24-Feb-2017----21-Feb-2017 ---- ü

ED041G: Sulfate (Turbidimetric) as SO4 2- by DA

Clear Plastic Bottle - Natural (ED041G)

TAILS, SOAK,

S01, S02,

S03

21-Mar-2017---- 24-Feb-2017----21-Feb-2017 ---- ü

ED045G: Chloride by Discrete Analyser

Clear Plastic Bottle - Natural (ED045G)

TAILS, SOAK,

S01, S02,

S03

21-Mar-2017---- 24-Feb-2017----21-Feb-2017 ---- ü

ED093F: Dissolved Major Cations

Clear Plastic Bottle - Natural (ED093F)

TAILS, SOAK,

S01, S02,

S03

28-Feb-2017---- 28-Feb-2017----21-Feb-2017 ---- ü

EG020F: Dissolved Metals by ICP-MS

Clear Plastic Bottle - Natural (EG020A-F)

TAILS, SOAK,

S01, S02,

S03

20-Aug-2017---- 28-Feb-2017----21-Feb-2017 ---- ü

EG035F: Dissolved Mercury by FIMS

Clear Plastic Bottle - Natural (EG035F)

TAILS, SOAK,

S01, S02,

S03

21-Mar-2017---- 28-Feb-2017----21-Feb-2017 ---- ü

EK025SF:  Free CN by Segmented Flow Analyser

Opaque plastic bottle - NaOH - Pb Acetate (EK025SF)

TAILS, S01,

S02, S03

07-Mar-2017---- 27-Feb-2017----21-Feb-2017 ---- ü



4 of 8:Page

Work Order :

:Client

ES1704401

LOW ECOLOGICAL SERVICES

INTERMIN WHITE RANGE:Project

Matrix: WATER Evaluation: û = Holding time breach ; ü = Within holding time. 

AnalysisExtraction / PreparationSample DateMethod

EvaluationDue for analysisDate analysedEvaluationDue for extractionDate extractedContainer / Client Sample ID(s)

EK026SF:  Total CN by Segmented Flow Analyser

Opaque plastic bottle - NaOH - Pb Acetate (EK026SF)

TAILS, S01,

S02, S03

07-Mar-2017---- 27-Feb-2017----21-Feb-2017 ---- ü

EK028SF:  Weak Acid Dissociable CN by Segmented Flow Analyser

Opaque plastic bottle - NaOH - Pb Acetate (EK028SF)

TAILS, S01,

S02, S03

07-Mar-2017---- 27-Feb-2017----21-Feb-2017 ---- ü

EK040P: Fluoride by PC Titrator

Clear Plastic Bottle - Natural (EK040P)

TAILS, SOAK,

S01, S02,

S03

21-Mar-2017---- 24-Feb-2017----21-Feb-2017 ---- ü
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Quality Control Parameter Frequency Compliance
The following report summarises the frequency of laboratory QC samples analysed within the analytical lot(s) in which the submitted sample(s) was(were) processed. Actual rate should be greater than or equal to 

the expected rate. A listing of breaches is provided in the Summary of Outliers.

Matrix: WATER Evaluation: û = Quality Control frequency not within specification ; ü = Quality Control frequency within specification. 

Quality Control SpecificationQuality Control Sample Type

ExpectedQC Regular Actual

Rate (%)Quality Control Sample Type Count
EvaluationAnalytical Methods Method

Laboratory Duplicates (DUP)

NEPM 2013 B3 & ALS QC Standard 20.00  10.002 10 üAlkalinity by PC Titrator ED037-P

NEPM 2013 B3 & ALS QC Standard 10.53  10.002 19 üChloride by Discrete Analyser ED045G

NEPM 2013 B3 & ALS QC Standard 18.18  10.002 11 üConductivity by PC Titrator EA010-P

NEPM 2013 B3 & ALS QC Standard 20.00  10.002 10 üDissolved Mercury by FIMS EG035F

NEPM 2013 B3 & ALS QC Standard 10.00  10.002 20 üDissolved Metals by ICP-MS - Suite A EG020A-F

NEPM 2013 B3 & ALS QC Standard 14.29  10.001 7 üFluoride by PC Titrator EK040P

NEPM 2013 B3 & ALS QC Standard 25.00  10.001 4 üFree CN by Segmented Flow Analyser EK025SF

NEPM 2013 B3 & ALS QC Standard 10.00  10.002 20 üMajor Cations - Dissolved ED093F

NEPM 2013 B3 & ALS QC Standard 10.00  10.002 20 üpH by PC Titrator EA005-P

NEPM 2013 B3 & ALS QC Standard 10.53  10.002 19 üSulfate (Turbidimetric) as SO4 2- by Discrete Analyser ED041G

NEPM 2013 B3 & ALS QC Standard 12.50  10.002 16 üTotal Cyanide by Segmented Flow Analyser EK026SF

NEPM 2013 B3 & ALS QC Standard 20.00  10.001 5 üWeak Acid Dissociable Cyanide by Segmented Flow 

Analyser

EK028SF

Laboratory Control Samples (LCS)

NEPM 2013 B3 & ALS QC Standard 10.00  5.001 10 üAlkalinity by PC Titrator ED037-P

NEPM 2013 B3 & ALS QC Standard 10.53  10.002 19 üChloride by Discrete Analyser ED045G

NEPM 2013 B3 & ALS QC Standard 9.09  5.001 11 üConductivity by PC Titrator EA010-P

NEPM 2013 B3 & ALS QC Standard 10.00  5.001 10 üDissolved Mercury by FIMS EG035F

NEPM 2013 B3 & ALS QC Standard 5.00  5.001 20 üDissolved Metals by ICP-MS - Suite A EG020A-F

NEPM 2013 B3 & ALS QC Standard 14.29  5.001 7 üFluoride by PC Titrator EK040P

NEPM 2013 B3 & ALS QC Standard 25.00  5.001 4 üFree CN by Segmented Flow Analyser EK025SF

NEPM 2013 B3 & ALS QC Standard 5.00  5.001 20 üMajor Cations - Dissolved ED093F

NEPM 2013 B3 & ALS QC Standard 5.26  5.001 19 üSulfate (Turbidimetric) as SO4 2- by Discrete Analyser ED041G

NEPM 2013 B3 & ALS QC Standard 12.50  10.002 16 üTotal Cyanide by Segmented Flow Analyser EK026SF

NEPM 2013 B3 & ALS QC Standard 20.00  5.001 5 üWeak Acid Dissociable Cyanide by Segmented Flow 

Analyser

EK028SF

Method Blanks (MB)

NEPM 2013 B3 & ALS QC Standard 5.26  5.001 19 üChloride by Discrete Analyser ED045G

NEPM 2013 B3 & ALS QC Standard 9.09  5.001 11 üConductivity by PC Titrator EA010-P

NEPM 2013 B3 & ALS QC Standard 10.00  5.001 10 üDissolved Mercury by FIMS EG035F

NEPM 2013 B3 & ALS QC Standard 5.00  5.001 20 üDissolved Metals by ICP-MS - Suite A EG020A-F

NEPM 2013 B3 & ALS QC Standard 14.29  5.001 7 üFluoride by PC Titrator EK040P

NEPM 2013 B3 & ALS QC Standard 25.00  5.001 4 üFree CN by Segmented Flow Analyser EK025SF

NEPM 2013 B3 & ALS QC Standard 5.00  5.001 20 üMajor Cations - Dissolved ED093F

NEPM 2013 B3 & ALS QC Standard 5.26  5.001 19 üSulfate (Turbidimetric) as SO4 2- by Discrete Analyser ED041G

NEPM 2013 B3 & ALS QC Standard 6.25  5.001 16 üTotal Cyanide by Segmented Flow Analyser EK026SF
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Matrix: WATER Evaluation: û = Quality Control frequency not within specification ; ü = Quality Control frequency within specification. 

Quality Control SpecificationQuality Control Sample Type

ExpectedQC Regular Actual

Rate (%)Quality Control Sample Type Count
EvaluationAnalytical Methods Method

Method Blanks (MB) - Continued

NEPM 2013 B3 & ALS QC Standard 20.00  5.001 5 üWeak Acid Dissociable Cyanide by Segmented Flow 

Analyser

EK028SF

Matrix Spikes (MS)

NEPM 2013 B3 & ALS QC Standard 5.26  5.001 19 üChloride by Discrete Analyser ED045G

NEPM 2013 B3 & ALS QC Standard 10.00  5.001 10 üDissolved Mercury by FIMS EG035F

NEPM 2013 B3 & ALS QC Standard 5.00  5.001 20 üDissolved Metals by ICP-MS - Suite A EG020A-F

NEPM 2013 B3 & ALS QC Standard 14.29  5.001 7 üFluoride by PC Titrator EK040P

NEPM 2013 B3 & ALS QC Standard 25.00  5.001 4 üFree CN by Segmented Flow Analyser EK025SF

NEPM 2013 B3 & ALS QC Standard 5.26  5.001 19 üSulfate (Turbidimetric) as SO4 2- by Discrete Analyser ED041G

NEPM 2013 B3 & ALS QC Standard 6.25  5.001 16 üTotal Cyanide by Segmented Flow Analyser EK026SF

NEPM 2013 B3 & ALS QC Standard 20.00  5.001 5 üWeak Acid Dissociable Cyanide by Segmented Flow 

Analyser

EK028SF
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Brief Method Summaries
The analytical procedures used by the Environmental Division have been developed from established internationally recognized procedures such as those published by the US EPA, APHA, AS and NEPM. In house 

developed procedures are employed in the absence of documented standards or by client request. The following report provides brief descriptions of the analytical procedures employed for results reported in the 

Certificate of Analysis. Sources from which ALS methods have been developed are provided within the Method Descriptions.

Analytical Methods Method DescriptionsMatrixMethod

In house: Referenced to APHA 4500 H+  B. This procedure determines pH of water samples by automated ISE. 

This method is compliant with NEPM (2013) Schedule B(3)

pH by PC Titrator EA005-P WATER

In house: Referenced to APHA 2510 B.  This procedure determines conductivity by automated ISE. This method 

is compliant with NEPM (2013) Schedule B(3)

Conductivity by PC Titrator EA010-P WATER

In house:   Calculation from Electrical Conductivity (APHA 2510 B) using a conversion factor specified in the 

analytical report. This method is compliant with NEPM (2013) Schedule B(3)

Calculated TDS (from Electrical 

Conductivity)

EA016 WATER

In house: Referenced to APHA 2320 B This procedure determines alkalinity by automated measurement (e.g. PC 

Titrate) using pH 4.5 for indicating the total alkalinity end-point. This method is compliant with NEPM (2013) 

Schedule B(3)

Alkalinity by PC Titrator ED037-P WATER

In house: Referenced to APHA 4500-SO4.  Dissolved sulfate is determined in a 0.45um filtered sample.  Sulfate 

ions are converted to a barium sulfate suspension in an acetic acid medium with barium chloride. Light 

absorbance of the BaSO4 suspension is measured by a photometer and the SO4-2 concentration is determined 

by comparison of the reading with a standard curve. This method is compliant with NEPM (2013) Schedule B(3)

Sulfate (Turbidimetric) as SO4 2- by 

Discrete Analyser

ED041G WATER

In house: Referenced to APHA 4500 Cl - G.The thiocyanate ion is liberated from mercuric thiocyanate through 

sequestration of mercury by the chloride ion to form non-ionised mercuric chloride.in the presence of ferric ions 

the librated thiocynate forms highly-coloured ferric thiocynate which is measured at 480 nm APHA 21st edition 

seal method 2 017-1-L april 2003

Chloride by Discrete Analyser ED045G WATER

In house: Referenced to APHA 3120 and 3125; USEPA SW 846 - 6010 and 6020; Cations are determined by 

either ICP-AES or ICP-MS techniques.  This method is compliant with NEPM (2013) Schedule B(3) 

Sodium Adsorption Ratio is calculated from Ca, Mg and Na which determined by ALS in house method 

QWI-EN/ED093F. This method is compliant with NEPM (2013) Schedule B(3) 

Hardness parameters are calculated based on APHA 2340 B. This method is compliant with NEPM (2013) 

Schedule B(3)

Major Cations - Dissolved ED093F WATER

In house: Referenced to APHA 3125; USEPA SW846 - 6020, ALS QWI-EN/EG020.  Samples are 0.45µm filtered 

prior to analysis.  The ICPMS technique utilizes a highly efficient argon plasma to ionize selected elements. Ions 

are then passed into a high vacuum mass spectrometer, which separates the analytes based on their distinct 

mass to charge ratios prior to their measurement by a discrete dynode ion detector.

Dissolved Metals by ICP-MS - Suite A EG020A-F WATER

In house: Referenced to AS 3550, APHA 3112 Hg - B (Flow-injection (SnCl2)(Cold Vapour generation) AAS)  

Samples are 0.45µm filtered prior to analysis.  FIM-AAS is an automated flameless atomic absorption technique. 

A bromate/bromide reagent is used to oxidise any organic mercury compounds in the filtered sample.  The ionic 

mercury is reduced online to atomic mercury vapour by SnCl2 which is then purged into a heated quartz cell.  

Quantification is by comparing absorbance against a calibration curve.  This method is compliant with NEPM 

(2013) Schedule B(3)

Dissolved Mercury by FIMS EG035F WATER
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Analytical Methods Method DescriptionsMatrixMethod

In house: Referenced to ASTM D7237: Using an automated segmented flow analyser, a sample at high pH 

(sodium hydroxide preserved) is buffered to pH 6.0.   The hydrogen cyanide present passes across a gas 

dialysis membrane into an acceptor stream consisting of 0.01 M sodium hydroxide.  The acceptor stream mixes 

with a buffer at pH 5.2 and reacts with chloramine-T to form cyanogen chloride. Cyanogen chloride reacts with 

4-pyridine carboxylic acid and 1,3-dimethylbarbituric acid to give a red colour, measured at 600nm.  This method 

is compliant with NEPM (2013) Schedule B(3)

Free CN by Segmented Flow Analyser EK025SF WATER

In house: Referenced to APHA 4500-CN C / ASTM D7511.  Sodium hydroxide preserved samples are introduced 

into an automated segmented flow analyser. Complex bound cyanide is decomposed  in a continuously flowing 

stream, at a pH of 3.8, by the effect of UV light. A UV-B lamp (312 nm) and a decomposition spiral of borosilicate 

glass are used to filter out UV light with a wavelength of less than 290 nm thus preventing the conversion of 

thiocyanate into cyanide. The hydrogen cyanide present at a pH of 3.8 is separated by gas dialysis. The hydrogen 

cyanide is then determined photometrically,  based on the reaction of cyanide with chloramine-T to form 

cyanogen chloride. This then reacts with 4-pyridine carboxylic acid and 1,3-dimethylbarbituric acid to give a red 

colour which  is measured at 600 nm. This method is compliant with NEPM (2013) Schedule B(3)

Total Cyanide by Segmented Flow 

Analyser

EK026SF WATER

In house: Referenced to APHA 4500-CN C&O.  Samples preserved with sodium hydroxide are introduced into an 

automated segmented flow analyser. Hydrogen cyanide is liberated from a slightly acidified (pH 4.5)  and is 

dialysed. Tight cyanide complexes that would not be amenable to oxidation by chlorine are not converted. Iron 

cyanide complexes are precipitated with zinc acetate. 

Liberated HCN diffuses through a membrane into a stream of sodium hydroxide where it is carried as CN-

The cyanide in caustic solution is buffered to pH 5.2 and further converted to cyanogen chloride by reaction with 

chloramine-T.   Cyanogen chloride subsequently reacts with 4 ¿pyridine carboxylic and 1,3 - dimethylbarbituric 

acids to give a red colour complex. This colour is measured at 600 nm. 

 This method is compliant with NEPM (2013) Schedule B(3)

Weak Acid Dissociable Cyanide by 

Segmented Flow Analyser

EK028SF WATER

In house: Referenced to APHA 4500-F C:  CDTA is added to the sample to provide a uniform ionic strength 

background, adjust pH, and break up complexes.  Fluoride concentration is determined by either manual or 

automatic ISE measurement. This method is compliant with NEPM (2013) Schedule B(3)

Fluoride by PC Titrator EK040P WATER

In house: Referenced to APHA 1030F. This method is compliant with NEPM (2013) Schedule B(3)Ionic Balance by PCT DA and Turbi SO4 

DA

EN055 - PG WATER


