
Analytical Flowchart – 1kg at -1mm soils 

 
 

Notes: 

RTX Soil and Sediment (sieved & pulverised)  
 
Routine sample preparation of soils and sediments for Cu, 
Cu/Au, Ni, U and general exploration. 
Cost by ALS area (dependent on local labour charges) 
 
Cost by project (dependent on country labour costs) 

Report sample 
Weight Dry samples at a maximum of 60 degrees C (DRY22) 

 

Log in, Bar Code, Weigh 

Sieve sample 180 
micron. Using plastic 
sieve 
 Retain both fractions 
(SCR-41+)  
 

Submit to analytical stream for required analysis  

Pulverize 180 micron 
fraction  to 85% 
passing 75µm using Cr 
free bowl 

Sieve & Pulverise 

Legend 

Note: RM = Reference 
Material or Standard 
 

Rio Tinto Decision 

QAQC step 

Laboratory step 

Report 

Field duplicate 1 in 25 or 1 in 40 

Clean with barren 
material after 
every sample 
 

Report sieve test  
1 in 40 

Return Sample 
Export the return 
sample (50% or 500g) 
to Rio Tinto Exploration 
in Australia 
  

Sample <1kg  
Riffle split 50% as “Return sample” 

  
OR 

  
Sample > 1kg  

Riffle split 500g as “Return sample” 
  


