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EXPLANATORY NOTES FOR DRILLING SAMPLE RECORD
The Mining Act 1980 requires that holders of Exploration Licences shall, as soon as practicable after
drilling, notify the Secretary, Department of Mines and Energy, Darwin, that drill core or cuttings
have been taken and of the location of the drill-hole(s). The Act also requires that
licensees/drilling sponsors shall not dispose of such core or cuttings except with the approval of and
in accordance with any directions of the Secretary, ' '

Accordingly, 1icensees/drilling sponsors are now required to complete a Drilling Sample Record for each
drill hole and to submit the completed form to the Ceological Survey within one month of completion of
the drillhole. However, a drilling program (rotary, percussion, other) devised to sample:

{a) near-surface material, e.g. soil, laterite, etc; and/or
(b) bedrock immediately below surficial cover

and usually consisting of many, relatively-shallow holes, may be summarized in the one Record under
Category B, Each deep hole must be reported separately under Category A in the Record. Full details
of all drilling activities are additionally required in the Annual Report.

In the case of shallow holes, the 1déa11ty reference should be the approximate centre point of the area
covered by the shallow drilling program. Each locality reference should be given as accurately as
possible and obtained from the best source available at the time of drilling. The map references
required are the standard 1:250 000 and 1:100 000 sheet names, plus a number from 1 to 6 representing
the appropriate, contained 1:100 000-sheet area (%° x %°); the numbering sequence is as shown below:

11100 000
, 3°
I |2 |3]|3°

4 | 5|8

plus-references to the appropriate 1580 0000 (%° x X%} and  1:25 000 ° sHeet areas; the
standard references are as shown below:

1:50 000 1:25 000

%  1/8°
A2 I Nw |NE | 1/8°
mo{ou SW |SE

Locality name should be the nearest, prominent geographical feature of common or usual reference, e.g.
hill, homestead, dam, well, specific mine, mining centre, etc.

It is appreciated that samples which fall within Category B usually comprise only small percentages of
the total amounts of drill-derived material. No obligations shall exist for drilling sponsors to
retain and store these samples, However, the NTGS may wish to assume responsibility for the storage of
some or all of any retained samples, in the event that they are no longer required by licensees/
drilling sponsors.

Licensees/drilling sponsors must consult with the Ceological Survey concerning disposal of drill-hole
samples (core and/or cuttings) or submission of them to the Department. No samples will be accepted by
the Core Libraries unless Drilling Sample Records have been forwarded previously and prior arrangements
have been made with the Ceological Survey for their submission. Also, the Ceological Survey should
receive prior, written advice of the presence of radioactive minerals in any drill materials to be
submitted for storage by the Department, This advice should be accompanied by brief, relevant detafls
re;

(1) 1location, viz. drill interval(s) or sample number(s); and
(2) concentration(s) viz. assay values of the radicactive minerals.

The ultimate aim of these measures is to make sub-surface information available to the mineral industry
as accurately, meaningfully and efficiently as possible,
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