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SUMMARY OF ACTIVITIES 

EL 22740 Larrimah 1, EL 22741 Larrimah 2, EL 22742 Larrimah 3, EL 22743 Larrimah 4, EL 

22340 Nutwood Downs and EL 22343 Kempsey Creek are located about 215 km SE of 

Katherine and east of the Larrimah and Maryfield Station homesteads adjacent to the Stuart 

Highway.  All six EL’s were granted on 9 July 2002.  They comprise part of a larger tenement 

block held by RTE in the area and referred to as the Hodgson Diamonds Project. 

During the current reporting period RTE reviewed all available geomorphological, geological, 

geophysical, drilling and previous diamond sampling data for the six EL’s. 

The tenement block overlies the north east margin of the lateritised Cretaceous Dunmarra Basin 

that forms a large, poorly drained plateau.  Drainage is better developed in the eastern half of 

the tenement block.  Lateritised Cretaceous sediments overlie Cambrian Nutwood Volcanics 

flood basalts, Neoproterozoic Bukalara Sandstone and Mesoproterozoic Roper Group.  The 

Packsaddle and Blackjack kimberlite dykes are located about 50 km to the north.  Major NW-

SE, N-S and NE-SW trending structural lineaments that intersect within the tenement block can 

be interpreted from geomorphological, geological and geophysical data.  Some of these 

lineaments can be extrapolated along strike to other kimberlite provinces in northern Australia. 

Both CRA Exploration and Ashton Exploration Australia previously explored the area covered 

by the tenement block for diamondiferous kimberlites.  Both companies focussed most of their 

effort into gravel sampling the well-developed drainages within the eastern half of the block, i.e., 

within the Strangways and Hodgson River catchments.  Microdiamonds and other indicator 

minerals (kimberlitic and non-kimberlitic chromite) were identified in a number of drainages.  

The distribution of the indicator minerals suggests multiple geographic sources on the lateritised 

plateau.  The source of the indicator minerals remains enigmatic.  Ashton Exploration tested a 

sinkhole crater with one RAB hole without success. 

RTE failed to identify any high priority kimberlite targets requiring immediate attention from the 

review.  Divestment of the Larrimah tenement block is currently being finalised. 
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