MOUNT ISA MINES LIMITED

14th June, 1957,

"DEBBIE" AUTHORITY TO PROSPECT NO. 527.

5,630 Square Miles

PROGRESS REPORT NO. 1.
PERIOD 30.4.57 to 31. 5. 57

The "Debbie" Authority to Prospect No.527 was granted
to Mount Isa Mines for twelve months as from 4th March, 1957,
and exemption was granted until 30th April, 1957. It extends
over 5,630 square miles westward along the Gulf coast from
the Queensland-Northern Territory Border and embraces the Sir.
Edward Pellew Islands. The Authority was teken up with the aim
of examining potentialities for deposits of economic minerals.
Ground coverage is difficult and costly because of the lack of
roads and the marshy nature of much of the country, so aerial
and sea coverage is contemplated.

Negotiations are at present under way for chartering
a low-draught boat suitahle for the work in the region. Contacts
have been made at Normanton, Burketown, Mornington Island,
Vanderlin Island, Darwin and Cockatoo Island (Western Australia).
but as yet, no boat has been available., It is expected that
negotiations will be completed in the near future, enabling
work on the Authority to proceed.

The only work to date carried out has been preliminary
aerial reconnaissance and preparation of base maps.

W. Manser.

Ce.Ces Deputy General Manager.
Mines Branch, N.T.Administration.
File,
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STATEMENT OF COSTS

- “DEBBIE" AUTHORITY TO PROSPECT NO.527

No Works Order Number has yet been allocated to this

investigation. Consequently, no costs can be charged directly

against this area as yet. Costs of reconnaissance aerial survey

flying carried out over the Authority and allocation of wages
and salaries have been temporarily charged against our
miscellaneous prospecting works order number and will be

withdrawn at a later date.
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